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 President’s Message 

 We are off to a great start in 2026.  As I am writing this message, we are experiencing 

the last cold snap before Easter.  The flowers are blooming and with that there is a LOT of pol-

len in the air.  Hopefully you are not experiencing all the congestion that comes with the pol-

len.  

 Unfortunately, due to a conflict, Lesia and I were unable to make it to the quarterly 

drive and dine hosted by Lagniappe.  I hear that everyone had a good time. Thank you to the 

Lagniappe Chapter for hosting. 

 Lesia is still waiting on some updated rosters.  If you have not sent in your latest ros-

ter for 2026, please send it to Lesia (email lflass@yahoo.com) as soon as possible showing 

who renewed, new members, and members that dropped out.  If we do not have information 

on new members, those members will not receive any regional communication such as The 

Duster. 

Next up in 2026—mark these dates on your calendar: 

• May 1st-3rd—2026 Louisiana Tour hosted by Baton Rouge, 

• June 13th—2nd quarterly drive and dine hosted by CENLA at Cajun Catfish Buffett in Ville 

Platte,  

• July 11th—Collector Car Appreciation Day in Lake Arthur 

• September 18th-19th Fall Tour hosted by CENLA, details coming soon 

• We will also have the last two quarterly drive and dines, dates to be announced 

• In addition, each Chapter is also planning their own activities 

 Please attend and enjoy these events to help make 2026 a fun and adventurous year.   

God bless, 

James Lass 

Regional President 
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2026 CONTRABAND OFFICERS 

President:   Faye Drake 

    fayedrake@sbcglobal.net  

    337-794-5678 

 

Vice-President:  Dr. Harry Kleinman 

    drvette@bellsouth.net  

    337-540-4006 

 

Secretary:   Christina Blanchard 

    cblanchard91@aol.com 

    337-990-3535 

 

Treasurer:   Bunny LeDoux 

    rjledoux@bellsouth.net  

    337-240-0771 

 

Newsletter Editor: Ted Drott 

    tddrott@yahoo.com     

    337-278-2445 

 

 

2026 CENLA OFFICERS 

President:   Leo Dobard 

    leo.dobard@yahoo.com 

    318-452-9975 

 

Vice President:  HerbComeaux 

    comohjc1953@aol.com 

    318-419-7841 

 

Treasurer:   James Lass 

    jameslass@bellsouth.net 

    318-308-3582 

 

Secretary/Editor:  Lesia Lass 

    lflass@yahoo.com 

    318-201-8683 
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2026 BATON ROUGE OFFICERS 

President:   Wally Waguespack 

    wwag@att.net 

    225-202-0023 

 

Vice President:   

 

Treasurer:   Wally Waguespack 

 

Secretary/Editor:  Bob McCarron 

    bobmccarronjr@yahoo.com 

    225-610-9048 

 

2026 EVANGELINE OFFICERS 

President:   Barton Guidroz 

    z20zordiug@yahoo.com 

    337-288-1622 

 

Vice President:  Russell Alleman 

    rjalleman@cox.net 

    337-288-3531 

 

Treasurer:   Judie Alleman 

    Rjalleman@cox.net 

    337-288-3531 

 

Secretary/Editor:  Brenda Derouen 

     derouenbrenda2@gmail.com 

    337-278-4930 

   



 

 

2026 LAGNIAPPE OFFICERS 

President:   Whitney Richard 

    whitney@bayourat.com 

    985-722-4120 

 

Vice President:  Freddie Hebert 

    freddiehebert@yahoo.com 

    985-856-0916 

 

Treasurer:   John Welch 

    ad5yp@comcast.net 

    985-381-3302 

 

Secretary:   Celeste Hebert 

     freddiehebert@yahoo.com 

    985-790-6942 

 

Editor:   Buddy Whitney 

    whitneyb15@att.net 

    985-876-1596 
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Louisiana Region 2026 Point Earning Events  

December 7, 2025   Region Board Meeting & Christmas luncheon 

 
May 1-3, 2026    Louisiana Tour hosted by Baton Rouge Chapter 
     Gonzales, Louisiana 
 
September 18 & 19, 2026 Fall Rally hosted by Cenla 
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2026 Drive  and Dine Rotation: 

1st quarter—Lagniappe  March 14, 2026  

2nd quarter—Cenla date—June 13, 2026 at Cajun Cat-

fish Buffet in Ville Platte 

3rd quarter—Contraband 

4th quarter—Evangeline 

Louisiana tour Rotation: 

2026—baton rouge—May 1-3, 2026 

2027—Evangeline 

2028—contraband 

2029—lagniappe 

2030—cenla 

2031—horseless carriage 
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Would you like registration information and materials about any of these 
National Activities? 

You can: 
 

1. Fill out the activity request card that came with the last issue of Antique Automobile magazine 
and mail it to us. 

  
2. Sign into the members only area of the AACA website to print your own registration form and brochure. You 

can also now fill out your registration online and pay via credit card. You will need your member number and your 
PIN. If you don’t remember your member number and your PIN, give AACA Headquarters a call, and we can pro-

vide you with that information. 
  

3. Call us at AACA Headquarters and we will fill out a request for you and mail you the materials. Call 
717-534-1910 Mon.-Fri. from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Eastern Time. 

 

 
September 9-14, 2026 – Founders Tour 
(1932-2001) – Williamsburg, VA – hosted by 
Historic VA Peninsula Region 
 
September 20-26, 2026 – Revival AAA Glid-
den Tour (Pre-1943) – Dover, DE 

October 6-9, 2026 – Eastern Fall Nationals – 

Hershey, PA – hosted by Hershey Region 

 
March 26-28, 2026 – Winter Nationals – Cart-
ersville, GA – hosted by Lake Allatoona Region 
 
April 9-11, 2026 – Southeastern Spring Nation-
als – Charlotte, NC – hosted by Hornets Nest 
Region 
 
April 23-25, 2026 – Annual Grand Nationals/
Western Spring Nationals – Las Vegas, NV – 
hosted by Las Vegas Region 

May 28-30, 2026 – Eastern Spring Nationals – 
Indiana, PA – hosted by Shannock Valley Region 
 
June 11-13, 2026 – Southeastern Fall Nationals 
– Oak Ridge, TN – hosted by Volunteer Region  

June 15-19, 2026 – Sentimental Tour – Me-
chanicsburg, PA – hosted by Pontiac-Oakland 
Worldwide Region 

 

July 23-25, 2026 – Central Spring Nationals – 
Green Bay, WI 
 
August 19-22, 2026 – Annual Grand Nationals / 
Zenith Awards – Allentown, PA – 717-534-1910 

https://iglp5rcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HAmOAnuSVQh4k6RfQIlXpB443ue6KtAac42yfXJWDy75jEa5V0FQRYxC6mbwOu4rnHjFUmIw-KSqaroacyY-r8EdpvrIJJj05sKUhlvPFPyXL-b9EshX4mz2fEB0b3B00fo-0264kvjLnbEA7UAUN7obihm36bxyKE5FoYTmKtg=&c=RUOM46fDijDSWeRRnFM5eb9XckCuTLNMM5Pq03K4dEe
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Check out our clubs’ websites: 

 

https://contrabandaaca.com/ 

 

https://evangelinechapteraaca.com/ 

 

https://cenlaoldcarclub.com/ 

 

https://louisianaregion.aaca.com/ 

 

IMPORTANT! 

When your club gets a new member, 

their information needs to be sent to 

the regional secretary, Lesia Lass  

(lflass@yahoo.com) so that she may add 

them to the regional email list.  If this in-

formation is not shared, those new 

members will not receive The Duster, 

nor any regional emails keeping them 

updated on events happening across the region.  Please help keep all members up-

dated! 
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New York Galaxie 

By:  Glen James 

 

Recently I saw a beautiful red 1966 Ford Galaxie 500 convertible 
advertised for sale on ClassicCars.com.  Over the years, I had been 
keeping my eyes open for a 1965 or 1966 Galaxie, since I had 
owned a ‘65 while in school, and had always loved that car.  So, I 
contacted the owner in New York City and we made a tentative 
deal for me to sleep on that night.  The next morning my very 
close friend, Jim Tilley, who is an excellent old time mechanic, 
happened to drop by.  I knew that many years ago he had agreed 
to buy a 1967 Plymouth Barracuda, which was located in the State 
of Washington.  It was in need of total restoration and he and a 
friend flew to Washington and drove the car back to Sulphur, Lou-
isiana, with only having to replace an alternator during the trip.  
So, I asked Jim what he thought about going to New York City to 
help me drive the Galaxie to Sulphur.  Surprisingly, he immediate-
ly said, “Sure.”  We flew out 
at 5:30 the next morning and 
made it to the owner’s home 
on Long Island, New York 
about three that afternoon.  
After checking out the Gal-
axie, the deal was closed and 
we headed out about 4:30 
p.m.  Before we got out of 
the city of New York the car 
started to run very rough at 
an idle and would often die  
 
(continued on next page) 
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(New York Galaxie continued from previous page) 
 
 
with any acceleration.  It continued to get worse, so we nursed the 
car into a Popeye’s Fried Chicken parking lot, only to realize that 
we wre in a very questionable neighborhood.  While Jime had the 
hood up and was trying to diagnose the problem, an extremely 
nice gentleman came over to look at the car.  Turns out that he 
was a car guy with a Chevelle that he was restoring.  He offered to 
help and he took Jim to an auto parts store where Jim purchased 
an electric fuel pump (the old mechanical fuel pump had been re-
placed years ago with an electric one that was mounted on the 
front of the engine block).  He also bought a new fuel filter, hoses, 
clamps, tools, etc., returned and replaced it all in the Popeye’s 
parking lot.  The Galaxie still continued to have some issues with 
idling, but it did run well enough for us to drive.  We made it into 
Pennsylvania that night; Chatanooga, Tennessee the next night 
and Sulphur the next night.  Somewhere in Mississippi we lost 
one of the beautiful original hubcabs.  Fortunately, I was able to 
locate one on Ebay but it did not have the red center cap like the 
other three.  After much searching, I did find the proper red cen-
ter cap.  So all is well.  Driving the Galaxie from New York (1540 
miles) was a rather crazy thing to do, but it was a good adventure 
that we laugh about now.  Of course, we have changed the spark 
plugs, wires and coil and the car is running great.   
 
Happy trails!!! 
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1st Quarter Regional Drive & Dine 

Hosted by Lagniappe Chapter 

March 14, 2026 
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For Sale 

1988 Avanti Convertible 

  

  
Avantis were originally manufactured by Studebaker Corp. in 1962 and 1963 as a fiberglass coupe.  When 

Studebaker ceased production, Leo Newman and Nate Altman, wealthy Studebaker dealers, bought the 

rights to the Avanti, tooling and stock to continue manufacturing the car in one of the Studebaker buildings 

in South Bend, Indiana.  They called it the Avanti II to differentiate it from the Studebaker produced cars. 

Other owners and partners continued to manufacture coupes and convertibles under Avanti Motor Corpora-

tion until 2006. As the company ran out of most Studebaker parts, they began basing the car on GM produc-

tion cars. 

This Avanti, manufactured under the “Michael Kelly Era” in Youngstown, Ohio, is based on a 1988 Chevrolet 

Monte Carlo (GM 305CID).  It is a reliable and road worthy car with 77,038 miles.  It doesn’t burn any oil and 

gets average fuel mileage.  It rides on 15” original chrome wire wheels.  The interior is in good condition. 

AACA National First Senior Award, Naples Fl in 2016. Only about 250 Avanti Convertibles ever produced. 

$20,000 Seller: Fred Duplechin, 985 803-0672 



 

 

FOR SALE 
 

1971 Chevy El Camino for sale, asking $29,500 
 

 Exterior - gray with black racing striped & black vinyl top.   
 Interior—Black 
 Engine—automatic 350 bored out to 383 
 Stroker - 4 barrel carburetor 
 Approximately 10,000 miles on engine 
 

Call Toup or Pam Sonnier if interested - 337-207-3226 
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Do You Know  a Military Veteran Who Would Like to be an AACA Member? 

The Military Membership Program is available to Military Veterans that have proudly served 

to protect our homeland and freedoms.  With this pro-

gram, AACA is extending complimentary 2026 mem-

berships for first-time AACA applicants.  More infor-

mation on this program and an application can be 

found on the AACA website under Membership and 

drop down to Military Program. 

These complimentary 2026 memberships are for first-

time AACA applicants.  These complimentary applica-

tions for membership are intended for individuals who have a genuine interest in the antique 

car hobby. 
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Louisiana  Region  

Antique Automobile Club of America 

Lesia Lass, Editor 

4046 Old Marksville Hwy. 

Pineville, LA  71360 

lflass@yahoo.com 

 


