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 President’s Message 

 The year 2025 is off to a good start!  We have already enjoyed two events.  

First, we had the Quarterly Drive & Dine in March hosted by Lagniappe.  Although 

the weather kept the number low, we had 42 individuals enjoy the food and fel-

lowship at Feezio’s in Broussard.  Following that was the Spring tour in Sulphur 

hosted by Contraband.  Although Lesia and I were not able to attend, I understand 

that everyone had a great time.  Great job by the folks in Contraband in putting on 

this event in such a short time. 

 That was just the beginning for 2025.  Upcoming we have the following: 

• April 12th is the Quarterly Drive & Dine, hosted by Cenla at Cajun Catfish in 

Ville Platte 

• May 2nd-4th is the State Tour hosted by Horseless Carriage in Hammond.  The 

Region Officer’s meeting will be May 3rd while at the tour. 

• June 7th is a regional picnic hosted by the Region at Chicot State Park in Ville 

Platte.  Come bring your own food and drinks while enjoying the fellowship.  

We will be at Pavilion 1.  Lesia and I are going to make a weekend of it and en-

joy some camping at the park before and after the picnic.  Those that enjoy 

camping please consider joining us. Contact either Lesia or I for our camping 

spot number if you would like to get a spot close so we can visit. 

 That just gets us through the first half of the year.  I will mention more to 

come in future Duster publications. 

 I strongly encourage members that have not been coming to these events to 

please consider joining us.  These events are great opportunities to get the old 

cars out and blow off the dust and pollen. 

See you soon! 

James Lass 

Regional President 
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Louisiana Region 2025 Point Earning Events  

December 1, 2024  Region Board Meeting & Installation of officers 2025-2027 

March 21-23, 2025  44th Contraband Chapter Spring Tour 
    Sulphur, LA 

 

May 2-4, 2025   Louisiana Tour hosted by Horseless Carriage Club of  
    New Orleans 
    Tangipahoa Parish 
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Drive  and Dine Rotation: 

1st quarter—Lagniappe date set for March 15– 

Feezio’s in Broussard 

2nd quarter—Cenla date set for April 12—Cajun Cat-

fish in Ville Platte 

3rd quarter—Contraband 

4th quarter—evangeline 

Louisiana tour Rotation: 

2026—baton rouge 

2027—Evangeline 

2028—contraband 

2029—lagniappe 

2030—cenla 

2031—horseless carriage 
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Would you like registration information and materials about any of these 

National Activities? 
You can: 

 
1. Fill out the activity request card that came with the last issue of Antique Automobile magazine 

and mail it to us. 
  

2. Sign into the members only area of the AACA website to print your own registration form and brochure. You 
can also now fill out your registration online and pay via credit card. You will need your member number and your 
PIN. If you don’t remember your member number and your PIN, give AACA Headquarters a call, and we can pro-

vide you with that information. 
  

3. Call us at AACA Headquarters and we will fill out a request for you and mail you the materials. Call 
717-534-1910 Mon.-Fri. from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Eastern Time. 

 
 

REMINDER: 
Your 2025 membership dues MUST be paid prior to registering for any 2025 National Activities. 

 

August 12-15, 2025 – Eastern Divi-
sional Tour – Northern Maine – host-
ed by Maine Region AACA – 207-768
-1033 

September 7-12, 2025 – Revival AAA 
Glidden Tour® (Pre-1943) – Owens-
boro, KY (VMCCA Hosted) – mister-
greatrace@gmail.com 

October 7-10, 2025 – Eastern Fall 
Meet – Hershey, PA – hosted by Her-
shey Region AACA – 717-566-7720 

October 18-22, 2025 – Central Divi-
sional Tour – San Antonio to Gonza-
les, TX – hosted by Texas DFW Re-
gion – 214-498-0531 

October 23-25, 2025 – Central Fall 
Nationals – Galveston, TX – hosted 
by Gulf Coast Region AACA – 832-
693-4008 

April 3-5, 2025 – Southeastern Spring 
Nationals – Charlotte, NC – hosted by 
Hornets Nest Region AACA – 704-847-
4215  

May 1-3, 2025 – Western Spring Nation-
als / Grand Nationals – Tucson, AZ – 
hosted by Tucson Region AACA – 520-
904-7325 

June 1-7, 2025 – Vintage Tour (Pre-
1932) – Southern/Eastern Pennsylvania 
– hosted by Buzzard’s Breath Touring 
Region – 407-261-9318 

June 19-21, 2025 – Eastern Spring Na-
tional – hosted by Whitewater Region 
AACA – 304-673-6273 

July 2-5, 2025 – Central Spring Nation-
als – Auburn, IN – hosted by Crossroads 
of America Region AACA – 260-925-
4710 

July 24-26, 2025 – Grand Nationals / 
Zenith – Dayton, OH – hosted by AACA 
National – 717-534-1910 

https://iglp5rcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HAmOAnuSVQh4k6RfQIlXpB443ue6KtAac42yfXJWDy75jEa5V0FQRYxC6mbwOu4rnHjFUmIw-KSqaroacyY-r8EdpvrIJJj05sKUhlvPFPyXL-b9EshX4mz2fEB0b3B00fo-0264kvjLnbEA7UAUN7obihm36bxyKE5FoYTmKtg=&c=RUOM46fDijDSWeRRnFM5eb9XckCuTLNMM5Pq03K4dEe
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Congratulations to Faye Drake & Bunny LeDoux on  their award of  

distinction for The Duster publication. 
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Congratulations to Harry Kleinman & Bunny LeDoux on  their award of 

distinction for Antique News & Views publication. 
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An Orphan Car Story   

by Lulu and Wally Waguespack 
 I have been asked the question “why 
this car” many times since I purchased my 
1976 Avanti II.  The Avanti was an orphaned 
car in that its manufacturer is no longer in 
business and the car was all but forgotten by 
so many.   
 My infatuation with the Avanti started 
around the end of 1962 when, like many young 
boys at that time, I was obsessed with all 
things car related and dreamt about driving 
around town in a fancy new sports car.  Look-
ing thru one of my numerous car magazines, I 
saw an article about an all new car with a short 
trunk, long hood, racing back, 4 speed trans-
mission and buckets seats.  I was intrigued by 
the pictures of this totally different looking car.  
The car was designed and built not by GM or Ford or even Chrysler, but by Studebaker!  I immediately fell in 
love with this NEW car and its different design. 
 My Father had told me that if I made good grades he would buy me a new car for my graduation 
from high school.  By the time I graduated in 1965, Studebaker had gone out of business.  My father refused 
to buy a car from a company that had gone out of business so my dream of owning an Avanti went down 
the tube with Studebaker.  Dad did live up to his promise and bought me a 1965 gold and black GTO, not a 
total disappointment. 
 Years passed and when I retired in 2014, I knew I wanted to buy an old car to tinker with.  I looked at 
many cars but really wanted an Avanti.  I looked at ads up and down the east coast of the US and mid Ameri-
ca.  I drove to Miami to look at what I thought was a good prospect but that didn’t work out.  Then, I got a 
hot tip on a car that might just be the one for me.  It was like one of those TV shows.  The car was a 1976 
Avanti II and had been parked and basically forgotten since the owner was deemed too old to drive.  It sat in 
a garage for about 18 years until the family put the car up for sale.  The only problem with the car was that it 
was located on the West Coast outside of Portland, Oregon.  I contacted the family’s representative who 
sent me over 70+ pictures of the car.  Based on the pictures, I purchased the car in 2016 and had it shipped 
to Baton Rouge.  Watching the driver unload the car off the transport truck was one of the most exciting 
days in my life.  I finally have my Avanti!  Watching the driver back the truck and trailer up the offramp to 
the interstate was another story!   
 The first order of business was to get the Avanti registered in Louisiana.  First problem – the Louisi-
ana DMV said the VIN is not correct.  The computers require VIN numbers to be 17 digits.  The Avanti’s VIN 
was only 4 digits.  After four tries someone at DMV got the brilliant idea to add 13 “0’s” to the end of the 
VIN and all was well.  Next, I learned that even though the tires on the car looked good, Goodyear had 
stopped making that model 28 years earlier!  New tires were purchased along with new belts and hoses.  
 
 
(continued on next page) 
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An Orphan Car Story  - Continued 
 

 The first real test of my purchase was the 2016 Hot Rod Power tour.  The Avanti did great and I com-
pleted the tour.  I have been very lucky with my long distance purchase and I have had very little trouble 
with the car  - EXCEPT when my wife, Lulu, is with me.  It’s never anything serious but when Lulu is with me, 
something seems to go wrong.  Remember the new tires?  Defective.  I think it was that day, sitting on the 
side of the interstate, Lulu nicknamed the Avanti “Christine”.  “It hates me!”  
  

 I have enjoyed the Avanti greatly and it has won many awards at shows along the Gulf Coast.  It won 

several “Most Original” and “Most Unique” awards.  One particular show in New Orleans had over 300 cars 

entered and the Avanti won the top “Foreign Car” 

award, you would think they would know better.  You 

would not believe how many people believe it is a for-

eign car.  I have a lot of fun at the car shows and on 

different tours answering questions about the car.  

“What country is it from?”, “Are they still made?”, 

“How many were made?”  Probably the most outland-

ish question I have had was “is it electric?” even when 

I had the hood open! 

 The Avanti is now 49 years old and is all origi-
nal except for the paint.  For Christmas, I had the car 
repainted “shark metal gray” and had the chrome re-
plated.  It is now ready for more shows and tours in 2025. 
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For Sale 

1988 Avanti Convertible 

  

  
Avantis were originally manufactured by Studebaker Corp. in 1962 and 1963 as a fiberglass coupe.  When 

Studebaker ceased production, Leo Newman and Nate Altman, wealthy Studebaker dealers, bought the 

rights to the Avanti, tooling and stock to continue manufacturing the car in one of the Studebaker buildings 

in South Bend, Indiana.  They called it the Avanti II to differentiate it from the Studebaker produced cars. 

Other owners and partners continued to manufacture coupes and convertibles under Avanti Motor Corpora-

tion until 2006. As the company ran out of most Studebaker parts, they began basing the car on GM produc-

tion cars. 

This Avanti, manufactured under the “Michael Kelly Era” in Youngstown, Ohio, is based on a 1988 Chevrolet 

Monte Carlo (GM 305CID).  It is a reliable and road worthy car with 77,038 miles.  It doesn’t burn any oil and 

gets average fuel mileage.  It rides on 15” original chrome wire wheels.  The interior is in good condition. 

AACA National First Senior Award, Naples Fl in 2016. Only about 250 Avanti Convertibles ever produced. 

$25,000 Seller: Fred Duplechin, 985 803-0672 
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Trivia Question! 

Q:   What was the first car to use power operated seats? 

 

 

A:  They were first used on the 1947 

Packard line. 
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